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���Match Story  ~  Ian and Roy  
      Donna enrolled her son, Ian, in the program in the     
summer of 2008.  She was a single parent and after a back 
surgery left her disabled, she figured that Ian needed the   
attention of a male in his life who could do more physical   
activities with him.  Ian had never met his father so even at a 
young age, he would gravitate to any male figure that would 
enter his life.  Donna described him as being a very curious 
child who was interested in learning how everything worked.   

     At age 62, Roy Lemoyne decided it was time to give back 
to the community.  He’s a self proclaimed busy bee who is 
always on the go and never sits down for a break.  

Match Story  ~  Leslie and Courtney 
     I met Courtney in April of 2009.  I was so unsure of what to say 
and do when I met her for the first time. I tried to plan out some   
conversation starters as I drove to the office, but nothing felt right, so 
I just decided to play it by ear.  The minute that I walked in and saw 
her sitting there smiling so big and looking just as nervous as me, I 
knew that I was in the right place. 

     I am a talker, so I immediately began talking!  I told her how    
surprised I was that she looked so much like me .  I told her that I 
loved pizza and movies and singing.  Every time I shared an interest           

with her, her eyes would light up with excitement.  I didn't know then just how much we would have in 
common.  We spent lots of Saturday afternoons together watching movies, visiting the cats at the local 
animal  shelter, baking cakes and singing Hannah Montana songs.  But is wasn't until this September 
that we had a real “magic” moment and it was so simple.  I had called Courtney to plan our next outing, 
when she came to the phone she sounded different. She sounded excited and  comfortable; she 
sounded like she was talking to a friend, not some “volunteer.” 

 She said that she had gotten a haircut, she told me her cat was being crazy, she told me that she 
was having a good week at school.  It was just normal chit-chat but it was so different!  I thought to     
myself after that conversation that this is what being a Big Sister is all about.  No one else would have 
been able to appreciate that little moment on the phone, but I could.  Since then, our friendship has only 
gotten better and I look forward to so many more “magic” moments! 

     Roy had all of the qualities that would make him a perfect match for Ian.  Roy also enjoyed working 
with his hands and building things, which was something that Ian could benefit from.  Roy chose to     
volunteer with Big Brothers Big Sisters because he remembered growing up in a two parent  household, 
yet still feeling as though his father wasn’t there.  He wanted to be matched with a child who needed and 
wanted the support and friendship of a mentor. 

     The Match Initiation took place on February 23rd, 2010.  Ian and Roy have seen each other almost 
every weekend since then.  Ian often accompanies Roy and his wife, Amanda to church on Saturdays.  
On Sundays, you can find Roy giving Ian pointers at his 4-H Skeet Shooting Club.  When you ask Donna 
how she feels about the match, the only thing that she can say is “Mr. Roy is a God-send!”  
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Match Story  ~  Gavin and Joseph  

	
�����

     Gavin came into the program in October of 
2008 because his grandmother felt that he 
needed a stable and  consistent friend in his life.  
She raised him from the minute he was born.  
With the absence of both parents, she wanted 
him to know that he was a cool kid who deserved 
to have a special buddy. From the start of his       
interview, it was clear that his passion revolved 
around boxing.  He trained hard and would even 
travel out of state for tournaments. Gavin, just like 
any child,  had lots of interests and hobbies but 
he mainly wanted to find a Big Brother who      
enjoyed boxing as much as he did.   

      Joseph Casey decided it was time for him to  

become a Big Brother when his little boy moved to Florida with his ex-wife.  He was only able to see 
him on holidays and during the summer so he felt that he had enough spare time to share with a child 
who really needed a male role model.  His interests included sports, fishing, and hunting.  He was 
eager to be matched from the start so once he got the call about Gavin, he jumped at the opportunity 
to meet him.   

     On December 30, 2009, Gavin and Joseph met for the first time.  As the two began to talk, they 
realized how much they had in common.  Not only was the volunteer into the outdoors but he also 
owned a pet snake which amazed Gavin.  And as for Gavin’s dream of having a Big Brother with an 
interest in boxing, they realized that Joseph used to train at the same boxing gym (facility) as       
Gavin and even had some of the same trainers!  Since the match, they’ve hung out several times and 
Joseph has even introduced Gavin to his son, Eli.  They look forward to their new friendship and feel 
that it was well worth the wait! 

Match Story  ~  Deion and Marcus  

 Deion an Marcus were matched in the Site-Based,   
Mentoring for Success program this November.  With just over 
4 months of being matched, they are already showing great 
signs of friendship.  Deion is a 7th grader at NP Moss Middle 
School.  Marcus is a busy UL Student and active member of 
the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.  Marcus visits Deion once a 
week at his school where the two enjoy talking with each other 
about things that are going on in their lives.  Deion says that 
Marcus is  always willing to listen to him and eager to help him 
find solutions to current problems. If Deion  needs help with 
school work, Marcus makes sure to focus more on academics 
during their visits.        

 Despit Marcus’ busy school and social schedule, he 
makes sure to set aside time for his weekly visit to NP Moss Middle.   Marcus says that acting as a 
mentor in the BBBS program is one of the easiest and most   rewarding things he has done—it’s just a 
matter of commitment and consistency.  Even though their match is site based, the two plan to      
continue conversation over the summer so they can stay informed and involved in each other’s lives. 
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     Big Brothers Big Sisters of Acadiana, Magic 104.7 KNEK and Home Bank partnered with 
popular nationally syndicated urban radio personality Michael  Baisden for his One Million 
Mentors Campaign and Save Our Kids tour.  Baisden’s seven month, 72-city national bus tour 
stopped in Lafayette on Wednesday, February 24, 2010.  The event took place at the Lafayette 
High School Auditorium and was supported by an audience of over 800 individuals!   
     Throughout his dynamic presentation, Michael Baisden and his panel of local                  
representatives spoke about the importance of mentoring and encouraged community activism 
and involvement.  In addition to supporting our agency programs and encouraging our       
community to volunteer as mentors, The Michael Baisden Foundation presented Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Acadiana with a check for $5,000!   

 

Michael Baisden Visits Lafayette on his 
“One Million Mentors Campaign” 

Our Mission: 
“Establishing and supporting mentoring relationships that provide  

opportunities for positive youth development.” 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Acadiana Honored by 
Joey Durel for 25 Years of Mentoring Service in Acadiana 

	
���'�

     City/Parish President Joey Durel 
recently issued a proclamation  
honoring Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Acadiana for 25 years of      
mentoring service in Acadiana.  
Since 1985, over 2,000 children in 
our local communities have been 
matched with caring volunteer 
mentors and have benefitted from 
the positive  support and guidance 
provided by hundreds of these Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters each year.   
 On this Silver Anniversary, 
we would like to offer a BIG thank 
you to  all of our volunteers, our 
“littles”, and to the broad base of 
support that we have here in     
Acadiana.  Thanks to everyone for 
helping to create little moments of 
BIG magic!    

Join our Facebook Fan Page Check out our blog at bebigacadiana.com 

“Be BIG” Orientation for Potential Volunteers 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Acadiana continues to host regular        
“Be BIG” orientation sessions for volunteers who are interested in 
learning more about our one-to-one mentoring programs, the      
screening process as well as what it is like once you are matched. 

“Be BIG” orientations are held each month at our Lafayette office as well as in New Iberia and       
Opelousas.  Dates for upcoming orientations can be found on our website at acadianabigs.com.  You 
can help us spread the magic of mentoring by telling your friends about the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
mentoring programs and encourage them to attend a “Be BIG” orientation!   
 

You can follow Big Brothers Big Sisters of Acadiana and all of the wonderful things going on in our 
agency on our Facebook Fan Page as well as our blog at bebigacadiana.com.  So, be our friend, read 
our blog, visit our website and share your own “Match Story”!  We’d love to hear from you! 
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�FREE Tennis Lessons  starting soon!!!! 
 Join Mary Taylor Batts for a free 6 week course.   

When:      Every Saturday morning for 6 weeks starting 
                  on Saturday, May 29, 2010 
          9:00 am~10:30 am 
 Where:    Martin Luther King Center in Lafayette 
 

 

Registration is required!  So, if you would like to register for free tennis lessons, please call 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Acadiana at 337.269.0454. 

Tennis rackets and tennis balls will be provided to all participants. 

��1�*����

Mark your calendars for: 
2010 Murder Mystery Dinner Theater 

Friday, August 13th and Saturday, August 14th 
City Club at River Ranch  
More “clues” to come… 

For Sponsorship and/or Ticket Information please  
contact Alyson at 337.269.0454. 

Marc Broussard  
will perform a concert at the Blue Moon Saloon on  

Tuesday, April 20, 2010.   
Tickets are $22 in advance or $25 at the door.   

The show starts at 9:30pm.  A portion of the proceeds will benefit 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Acadiana!!!   

 

Thanks to the Community Foundation of Acadiana and 
Rhythms on the River, Big Brothers Big Sisters  

of Acadiana is grateful to have been selected as the  
featured non-profit agency for the April 15th event. 

All of our matches, volunteers and supporters are invited 
to stop by and visit our activity tent.   

Wear your BBBSA t-shirts and show your support for 
our mentoring programs!!!   

Call 337.269.0454 for more information. �
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